
As we start our study of Genesis, share with the group your feelings on the book.

What about Creation? What do you think about how the world came to be?

Preliminary Thoughts
On Sunday, I shared that the most important question we need to ask when we 
study the Bible is this: What is the text actually teaching? Why is that so 
important?

The Text (Genesis 1:1-2:3)
Read Genesis 1:1-2:3 before continuing in the lesson.

On Sunday, I gave four options for how a Christian should understand this passage.
‣ Option 1: Six literal day-night cycles of Creation.
‣ Option 2: A totally mythical/allegorical story.
‣ Option 3: The “days” are really “epochs” of time.
‣ Option 4: Six literal days of revelation.

I also believe that Options 1 and 4 are the best options. What do you think?

The Lesson
What lesson is being taught by Genesis 1:1?

What’s the point of the parallelism between days 1-3 (days of forming) and days 4-6  
(days of filling)?

Pay attention to the actual “Let” phrases God uses to create. What’s the significance 
of the different forms of those phrases? What does it mean that sometimes God 
says “Let there be,” sometimes he says, “Let it do” and once he says, “Let us make”?

Take it Home
On Sunday, I said the main point of the passage was this:

From nothing, God made everything through a process of 
increasing responsibility, culminating in humans designed to 

represent him.

What do you think about that?

How do you feel knowing that you were made at the pinnacle of creation to 
represent God himself?
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